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The security-development nexus: how to bridge the gap between
foreign/security policies and development policies (Giorgia Giovannetti)

Learning Stream: Navigating the Nexus (International Council of Voluntary
Agencies)

https://www.google.com/search?q=International+Council+of+Voluntary+Agencies&sca_esv=7da175bd9b925cd1&sxsrf=ANbL-n6B1DQiCNd-Qi7pBh_6YPeytrikWg%3A1770160035036&ei=o3-Cadn6AeO-i-gPiaewmQk&biw=1366&bih=641&aic=0&ved=2ahUKEwjQ2buHuL6SAxXu-AIHHRnsBBAQgK4QegQIARAC&uact=5&oq=ICVA+acronyme&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiDUlDVkEgYWNyb255bWUyBhAAGBYYHjIFEAAY7wUyBRAAGO8FMgUQABjvBTIFEAAY7wUyCBAAGIAEGKIESOoTUPcCWJoTcAJ4AZABAJgBhgGgAdwHqgEDMS44uAEDyAEA-AEBmAILoAK-CcICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAg0QABiABBiwAxhDGIoFwgIZEC4YgAQYsAMY0QMYQxjHARjIAxiKBdgBAcICExAuGIAEGLADGEMYyAMYigXYAQHCAgUQABiABMICBBAAGB7CAgcQABiABBgTwgIIEAAYExgWGB7CAgoQABgTGBYYChgemAMAiAYBkAYPugYECAEYCJIHAzIuOaAHxiSyBwMwLjm4B4IJwgcFMy05LjLIB7cBgAgA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfCKZpzaWsMCB1yHlA_hh-OiJtMfd0t7-oIB66w4zow0xPJd0SV27UohQ88YFN4DXAyTTD2LJvplYki5dne7xrwDm3pPDrpvCatv_PdVLgE36XKmbTVeqIMRS3GKX-4vISXpBpQ2AAGHhWK3cQQqdeD3guQujhhqfgu-ixauXF1xpu1npMz6MlqrooRHLvnsi5MSD2t7r60qbFXkEZXzrKQbccVnmY2oZA55ZEG7pCuku1rel5RudighBKVMucLPRBORj4PgW1CITRo7cmPOBR4F&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=International+Council+of+Voluntary+Agencies&sca_esv=7da175bd9b925cd1&sxsrf=ANbL-n6B1DQiCNd-Qi7pBh_6YPeytrikWg%3A1770160035036&ei=o3-Cadn6AeO-i-gPiaewmQk&biw=1366&bih=641&aic=0&ved=2ahUKEwjQ2buHuL6SAxXu-AIHHRnsBBAQgK4QegQIARAC&uact=5&oq=ICVA+acronyme&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiDUlDVkEgYWNyb255bWUyBhAAGBYYHjIFEAAY7wUyBRAAGO8FMgUQABjvBTIFEAAY7wUyCBAAGIAEGKIESOoTUPcCWJoTcAJ4AZABAJgBhgGgAdwHqgEDMS44uAEDyAEA-AEBmAILoAK-CcICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAg0QABiABBiwAxhDGIoFwgIZEC4YgAQYsAMY0QMYQxjHARjIAxiKBdgBAcICExAuGIAEGLADGEMYyAMYigXYAQHCAgUQABiABMICBBAAGB7CAgcQABiABBgTwgIIEAAYExgWGB7CAgoQABgTGBYYChgemAMAiAYBkAYPugYECAEYCJIHAzIuOaAHxiSyBwMwLjm4B4IJwgcFMy05LjLIB7cBgAgA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfCKZpzaWsMCB1yHlA_hh-OiJtMfd0t7-oIB66w4zow0xPJd0SV27UohQ88YFN4DXAyTTD2LJvplYki5dne7xrwDm3pPDrpvCatv_PdVLgE36XKmbTVeqIMRS3GKX-4vISXpBpQ2AAGHhWK3cQQqdeD3guQujhhqfgu-ixauXF1xpu1npMz6MlqrooRHLvnsi5MSD2t7r60qbFXkEZXzrKQbccVnmY2oZA55ZEG7pCuku1rel5RudighBKVMucLPRBORj4PgW1CITRo7cmPOBR4F&csui=3


Meaning of the term “nexus”

Traditional vs modern concept of security

Human security ≠ state security

WHAT IS THE
SECURITY AND
DEVELOPMENT
NEXUS?
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“Development and security are inextricably linked. A more secure world is only
possible if poor countries are given a real chance to develop. Extreme poverty and

infectious diseases threaten many people directly, but they also provide a fertile
breeding ground for other threats, including civil conflicts. Wars kill development
as well as people. The poor therefore need security as much as they need clean

water, schooling or affordable health”

(UN secretary-general Kofi Annan, UN 2004, vii)

SECURITY AND DEVELOPMENT AS 
A LINKED AGENDA
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MAIN APPROACHES,

KEY ASPECTS,‌

KEY ACTORS‌
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MAIN APPROACHES,

KEY ASPECTS,‌

KEY ACTORS‌
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AFRICA AND THE S-D NEXUS

Internal conflicts

Ground for
development stategies

Fragile states

Majority of UN
peacekeeping operations
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THE SAHEL
REGION

Strategic location and natural resources

Migration control policies linked to
security agendas

Military coups

Withdrawal of UN peacekeepers
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https://www.lemonde.fr/en/les-decodeurs/article/2023/08/04/how-dependent-is-france-on-niger-s-uranium_6080772_8.html


DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
OF CONGO, SOUTH
SUDAN AND SOMALIA 

Extreme underdevelopment

Chronic state fragility

Challenges of post-conflict state-building

Rwanda �  more successful example
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The role of civil society‌

The lack of common
understanding

Alignment of plans

The difficulty of securing funding

The protection of humanitarian
space

Disagreements, corruption,
violence...

CHALLENGES TO SECURITY AND‌ ‌

DEVELOPMENT‌
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CRITIQUES OF
THE NEXUS‌
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Securitizing 
development Militarization of Aid

 Security risk 

Relevance?

Low income and conflict



THANK YOU FOR

LISTENING‌
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LET’S DEBATE !‌

13‌


