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created on 2006 with the scope to 
join in a sole entity scientists and 
activities of various Departments of 
the University of Milan interested in 
the development of reference 
methods and calibration materials of 
high metrological order in the field 
of biomedical diagnostics.





Requirements for the applicability of EQAS results in the 
evaluation of the performance of participating 

laboratories in terms of traceability of their 
measurements

Feature Aim

EQAS materials value-assigned 
with reference procedures by 
an accredited ref. laboratory

To check traceability of 
commercial system to reference 
systems

Proved commutability of EQAS 
materials

To allow transferability of 
participating laboratory 
performance to the 
measurement of patient samples

Definition and use of the 
clinically allowable  
measurement error

To verify the suitability of 
laboratory measurements in 
clinical setting



Unique benefits of EQAS 
that meet metrological criteria

• Giving objective information about quality of individual 
laboratory performance

• Creating evidence about intrinsic standardization status/ 
equivalence of the examined assays

• Serving as management tool for the laboratory and IVD 
manufacturers, forcing them to investigate and eventually fix 
the identified problem

• Helping manufacturers that produce superior products and 
systems to demonstrate the superiority of those products

• Identifying analytes that need improved harmonization and 
stimulating and sustaining standardization initiatives that are 
needed to support clinical practice guidelines

• Abandonment by users (and consequently by industry) of 
nonspecific methods and/or of assays with demonstrated 
insufficient quality



What COPERNICUS did was take the existing What COPERNICUS did was take the existing ‘‘a prioria priori’’ concept of concept of 

the world and pose an alternative the world and pose an alternative ‘‘a prioria priori’’ conceptconcept
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