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XXXVllleyce Food Systems PhD defense

February 09", 2026
(Room C13, via Mangiagalli 25, Milan, Italy)

10:00 a.m.
welcome by Prof. Diego Mora, dean of the Food Systems PhD program

10:05 a.m.
keynote lecture
“The bacterial endophytes in Arabidopsis halleri and Viola
calaminaria, two metallophytes of a calaminiferoius soil.”
Prof. David Gillan
(Science Faculty, Mons University, Belgium)

Food Systems PhD defense
(The commission:

Prof. Giovanna Felis (Univ. Verona), Prof. Elisa Salvetti (Univ. Verona), Prof. David Gillan
(Science Faculty, Mons University, Belgium)

PhD students presentation 30 min plus 20 min of discussion with the commission

Robin Duncan

10:30 a.m. Microbial and botanical strategies to support human digestion and
gut microbiota

Alice Melzi
11:30 a.m. . . e e . .
Genomic and physiological insights into bacterial heavy metal
resistance mechanisms for environmental decontamination

Ylenia Zanchetta
12:30 a.m. Identification of Microbial Functions Interfering with Host-Cell
Physiology: a Quick View into Streptococcus thermophilus Metabolic
Potential

13:35a.m.
proclamation of PhDs in Food Systems and additional
certification of Doctor Europaeus

Food Systems website (https://sites.unimi.it/foodsystems/) - Food Systems e-mail (food-systems@unimi.it) - UniMI PhD website
(https://www.unimi.it/en/education/postgraduate-and-continuing-education-programmes/doctoral-programmes-phd/ay-2022/2023-

food-systems)
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