We study semiorthogonal decompositions of projective varieties with isolated Gorenstein singularities and which admit a
crepant desingularization. We give sufficient conditions for when derived categories of such varieties admit a
semiorthogonal decomposition into two components; a component containing the information of the singularity and a
component encoding its smooth information - we call this a categorical absorption of singulairites. We give examples
satisfying our condition and, if time permits, we also give criteria which do not allow such decompositions. This contains
joint work in progress with M. Kalck and Y. Kawamata.



