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Halle, and Honorary Professor of Anthropology at the University of Halle-Wittenberg. He obtained 

his PhD and habilitation from the University of Cologne where he was formerly based. He specialises 

in urban anthropology, the social life of heritage and "culture", international organisations, the 

anthropology of Buddhism, and the societies and cultures of Japan and East Asia. He is the author 

of The Best We Share: Nation, Culture and World-Making in the UNESCO World Heritage 

Arena (2021) and Tradition, Democracy and the Townscape of Kyoto: Claiming a Right to the 

Past (2012). He also co-edited Monks, Money, and Morality: The Balancing Act of Contemporary 

Buddhism (2021) and World Heritage on the Ground: Ethnographic Perspectives (2016) and his 
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Society and History. He is a member of the Academia Europaea. 
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