

· Go upstairs (third floor, sector C, room 7) and switch on the polarimeter – first the instrument, then the computer. Open the software ‘SpectraManager’ and select ‘Standard’ as type of analysis. Fill out the register for the polarimeter use and let the temperature equilibrate for 10 minutes.
· In the meantime, weight precisely a quantity of compound around 20 mg (min. 5 mg)
· Dissolve it in 2 mL of the appropriate solvent (usually CHCl3, otherwise a solvent in which the compound is soluble).
· Bring upstairs the sample(s), a spray bottle of the solvent, paper towel, several Pasteurs, a big becker and the polarimeter cell (in the PhD’s office closet).
· Completely fill the polarimeter cell of solvent by dripping it with a Pasteur in the lateral hole, keeping the entire cell tilted to avoid filling it with air bubbles. The cell MUSTN’T contain air bubbles to have a correct αD measurement.
· Perform the measurement of the blank by inserting the cell in the instrument (align it on the left) and clicking the ‘00’ button multiple times.
· Then remove the solvent from the cell and substitute it with the sample solution. Once inserted in the polarimeter, click on ‘Measurement’ – ‘Parameters’ and insert the correct information:
· Integration: 1
· Repeat: 10
· Interval: 1
· Mode: Specific Optical Rotation
· Cell length: 10 cm
· Calculate concentration: insert precise weight (in grams) and volume (in mL)
· Light source: Na
· Click ‘Ok’, then select on the main page ‘Start’: the instrument will take 10 measurement and output an average value with a standard deviation. Take note of it.
· Before proceeding to the next measurement, empty the cell with a Pasteur and clean it several times with the solvent. 
