
4 Conditionals

4.1 The material conditional

Recommended reading

4.1.1 Indicative vs. counterfactual
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4.1.2 Entailments between indicatives and material conditionals
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4.1.3 Thomson against the “received opinion”

What is said vs. what is implied
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Good reasoning vs. entailment

4.2 No truth conditions?

Recommended reading
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4.2.1 Arguments for the material conditional analysis

Or-to-if Not-and-to-if

4.2.2 Arguments against the material conditional analysis

Partial acceptance
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Rejection

Bizarre validities
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4.2.3 Rejecting Or-to-if
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4.2.4 Edgington’s positive view
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Conditional Likelihood

The Equation

Probabilistic validity
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4.2.5 Against truth conditions
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Exercise 4.1: Material conditionals
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4.3 Stalnaker’s semantics and pragmatics

Recommended reading

4.3.1 Propositions, assertion, and the common ground
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4.3.2 Semantics
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Constraints on the selection function

4.3.3 Reasonable but invalid inferences
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4.3.4 Contraposition and Hypothetical Syllogism

Contraposition
Hypothetical Syllogism
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Exercise 4.2: Stalnaker on conditionals

4.3.5 The argument for fatalism
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4.4 Is Modus Ponens valid?

Recommended reading
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4.4.1 The intuitive counterexamples
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4.4.2 McGee’s counterexamples as seen by Edgington
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4.4.3 McGee’s counterexamples as seen by Stalnaker
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Exportation

4.4.4 Modus Ponens vs. Exportation

StrImp
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Further readings


